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same, we will be ready to perform it, as far as either of ourselves,
through our present authority, or by any whatsoever our further
endeavours it may be fitly procured.
G. Cant. Jo. London. R. Cov, et Lich. Jo. Roffens. Jo. Benet
John Boys. George Montaigne. Thomas Ridley. Char. Fother-
bye. Robt. Abbott. Tho. Edwardes. Henry Hickman. G.
Newmans. Martin Fotherby. John Dix. John Spenser, John
Layfields. William Ferrand. Richard Moket.
Reprinted on p. 105 of the Minutes of Evidence given before the Copyright
Commission 0/1818, and in W. D. Macray's Annals of the Bodleian Library,
1890, pp. 45-6.
LETTERS FROM SIR THOMAS BODLEY
TO HIS LIBRARIAN, DR THOMAS JAMES
January 1st 1612.
Sir,
I would yow had foreborne, to catalogue our London bookes, till
I had bin priuie to your purpose. There are many idle bookes, and
riffe raffes among them, which shall neuer com into the Librarie, and
I feare me that the litle, which yow haue done alreadie, will raise a
scandal vpon it, when it shall be given out, by suche as would disgrace
it, that I haue made vp a number, with Almanackes, plaies, and pro-
clamacions: of which I will haue none, but suche as are singular .. .
your true assured frind
Thomas Bodley.
January 15th 1612.
Sir,
I can see no good reason to alter my opinion, for excluding suche
bookes as almanackes, plaies, and an infinit number, that are daily
printed, of very vnworthy maters and handling, suche as, me thinkes,
both the keeper and the vnderkeeper should disdain to seeke out, to
deliuer vnto any man. Happely some plaies may be worthy the keep-
ing: but hardlie one in fortie. For it is not alike in Englishe plaies, and
others of other nations: because they are most esteemed, for learning
the languages and many of them compiled, by men of great fame, for
wisedome and learning, which is seeldom or neuer scene among vs.
Were it so againe, that some little profit might be reaped (which God
knowes is very litle) out of some of our playbooks, the benefit thereof
will nothing neer contervaile, the harme that the scandal will bring
vnto the Librarie, when it shalbe giuen out, that we stuff it full of
baggage bookes. And though they should be but a fewe, as they would
be very many, if your course should take place, yet the hauing of those
fewe (suche is the nature of malicious reporters) would be mightily
multiplied by suche as purpose to speake in disgrace of the Librarie.
This is my opinion, wherein if I erre, I think I shall erre with infinit